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Wal-Mart
opening in
January

MLK Day
of Service
award
applications

BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Mon., Sept. 23, officials
from the city of St. Petersburg and Urban Development Solutions (UDS)
announced that a Wal-Mart
Neighborhood Market will
be coming to Tangerine
Plaza, located at 22nd Street
South and 18th Avenue.
Called the “worst kept secret in the City of St. Petersburg” by Mayor Bill Foster,
the opening of the Wal-Mart
Neighborhood Market format offers quick and convenient shopping, with a full
grocery department, including produce and pharmacy
services much like the one in
Pinellas Park.
The 39,000 square foot
store is expected to open
after the first of the year and
will employ up to 95 associates. A temporary hiring center will open Oct. 7 at
1201 22nd St. S., or applications can be taken online at
http://careers.walmart.com.
The majority of new associates will begin work in December.
President of UDS and the
shopping center’s landlord
Larry Newsome thanked the
various partners in making
this transaction possible including Craig Sher and the
Sembler Company; Bill Edwards and Rick Baker from
The Edwards Group for consulting and financial support;
See WALMART, page 3

Sponsors and volunteers came together to make the Alopecia Awareness Seminar a huge success.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The room was packed at
Suncoast Hospice, 3050 1st
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, as
men and women alike
spent the day learning
about hair loss and the effects it has on people.
A difficult diagnosis to
deal with, alopecia areata is
caused by an abnormality

of Hair It Iz Natural &
Chemical Salon and Ife
Davis-Bailey, owner of Silverlining Beauty Center decided on a collaborative
effort to inspire hair loss
sufferers to take charge of
their situation.
“We try to educate our
clients, that it is not the end
of the world,” discussed
Tenise Crum, a licensed
cosmetologist invited to
speak at the event. With

over a decade’s experience
in the hair care industry,
Crum prides herself on
keeping up with the latest
trends in hair care. She is
primarily focused on educating her clients on the different options in styling,
along with how to acquire
and maintain healthy locks.
in hair
Foremost
preservation is a proper
See ALOPECIA, page 8

Middle school youth summit
tackles pre-teen issues
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

Mayor Bill Foster

in the immune system in
which those afflicted can
lose hair on their scalp,
body, even their lashes and
eyebrows. There are many
different types of alopecia,
with the shedding of hair in
some only being temporary, while it can cause permanent baldness in others.
With September being
designated as National
Alopecia Areata Awareness
Month, Marlo Scott, owner

ST. PETERSBURG –
Local middle school students gathered Sat., Sept.
21 at the Childs Park
YMCA for a Community
Youth Summit hosted by
the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter (ZUO) of the
service
organization
Alpha Kappa Alapha
Sorority, Inc. (AKA). The
event ran from 8:30 a.m.
until 2 p.m. as part of the
AKA Emerging Young
Leaders (EYL) initiative.
According to EYL
Youth Summit Chairman

Lisa Brody, about 120 students
from
various
schools attended the summit, which had the theme
Students With Positive Attitudes Achieve Greatness
(SWAAG).
“The purpose of the
Youth Summit was to provide middle school students with a forum to
equip, excite and unite
young people while ultimately empowering them
to make a difference in
their community,” Brody
said.
EYL is a four-year program that was devised by

ST. PETERSBURG –For
the second year in a row, St.
Petersburg College has
published its award application for the MLK Day of
Service.
Like last year, the college in conjunction with the
Florida legislature is offering an opportunity for
churches, local agencies,
neighborhood associations,
schools, sororities, fraternities, etc. to get funding for
doing a service project on
the Martin Luther King Day
of Service, Mon., Jan. 20,
2014, which is also the King
holiday.
To apply for this
funding, which is not
guaranteed, you must
simply go online to:
spcollege.edu/MLKService
and click apply. The application is very straightforward,
but please allow at least 30
minutes to complete it.
Once you start the online application, you must
continue through completion. The application does
not allow you to stop or go
back and change your answers so read it over thoroughly before beginning.
Or, if you prefer, you can cut
and paste it into a Word document.
If you have questions
after reading the application
and need them answered
before you get started,
please call the college at
(727) 341-4121 or 327-4130.
You may also want to attend one of the upcoming
information sessions on
Thurs., Sept. 26 at 6:30–8
p.m., Tues., Oct. 1 from 11noon, or Thurs., Oct. 3 from
12-1 p.m.
All sessions will be held
at St. Pete College’s Allstate
Center, 3200 34th St. S. in
the Desoto Room.

The Alpha’s Youth Summit drew students from
various schools around the Tampa Bay area.
current AKA President Attorney Carolyn House
Stewart, who saw the
need to focus on middle

school students in particular “to empower these
See SUMMIT, page 8


                                                                

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Our lucky winners!
Lisa Armstrong, left and Niki Johnson
both won a pair of tickets each to the
Maze Featuring Frankie Beverly concert
this Friday at the Mahaffey Theater
through our Facebook giveaway. For more
chances to win, Like us on Facebook:
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.
    



  

 

      

NOTICE TO SAMUEL MARRIOTT
You are summoned to appear and defend a civil action filed against you in the Juvenile Court of Coffee
County in Case #13J-0447 which the Petitioner has sought to declare that your child, Jeffery Marriott, is
dependent and neglected.
This notification will be published for four consecutive weeks in this paper. A copy of the petition is on file
with the Juvenile Court Clerk and may be obtained by calling the clerk’s office at 931-723-5110 or by
writing to Coffee County Juvenile Court, P.O. Box 629 Manchester, TN 37349.
A plan has been implemented by the court that requires certain things for you to do in order to reunite with
your child. You are hereby notified that your parental rights to this child may be subject to termination if
you fail to substantially comply with the obligations of this plan or fail to either visit or support your child
for four consecutive months.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

A Hearing is set for November 25, 2013 at 8:30 a.m. Central Time for a hearing in this matter in the
Juvenile Court Room, 3rd floor Judicial Building, 300 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester, TN
Failure to appear at this hearing may substantially compromise your right to this child.

Judge Timothy R. Brock
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COMMUNITY NEWS
POPS program accepting applications

 


 


Courtesy of

On Thursday, June 13, 2013 the 2013 POPS ST. Petersburg graduates
were presented to Mayor Bill Foster and members of St. Petersburg City Council by
Councilman Steve Kornell as part of the 2013 Graduates Recognition Day activities.
ST. PETERSBURG —
During the 2010-11 school
year, the Professional Opportunities Program for Students (POPS) Inc. program
was initiated at Gibbs High
School. POPS, a non-profit
community-based organization which started in Orlando
in 2001 by Senator Gary
Siplin, assists students in the
completion of high school,
and motivates them to pursue advanced education and
gainful employment.
The program has a three-

star approach to its mission
and focus: Character Building; College and Career Exploration; and Community
and Civic Responsibility. The
work of the organization is
rooted in collaboration
among students, parents,
schools, and community and
business leaders.
POPS provides students,
from a variety of backgrounds, the opportunity to
explore, discover and experience a series of different career
goals.
Through

workshops, tutoring, career
exploration, and work-site
learning placement in professional workplace environments for five-six weeks
during the summer POPS
gives high school students of
all socio-economic, cultural,
and educational backgrounds, the opportunity to
catch a glimpse of career
paths of which they have
only dared to dream!
For the first time POPS
will expand its services to include a number of students

from various public and private high schools throughout the city. If you are
currently in grades 9, 10 or
11 and would like to participate in the POPS program,
contact Gwendolyn Reese at
gwenreese@tampabay.rr.com
or 727-537-0449.
A limited number of seniors will be accepted. Applications are available on campus
for Gibbs High students.
Other students may contact
Reese to request an application via email.

From WALMART, page 4

and has been involved with
the structuring of the upcoming job fairs.
“What’s going to take off
here in the next few weeks is
going to show you that this
community will be able to
take care of this store…I will
put my money in this WalMart to feed my family,” exclaimed Haynes.
When Sweetbay announced that they were
pulling out of the south side
of town earlier this year, Foster and Newsome tried to dissuade them from closing the
stores, but the chain was unyielding. Foster chalked it up
to divine intervention saying
that “God is good,” reiterating that almost 100 jobs will
be created in the process and
mentioning Wal-Mart’s commitment to veteran hiring.
Rick Kriseman, who is
running neck and neck with

Foster in the race for mayor,
sent out a statement thanking Wal-Mart but criticizing
Foster for essentially creating a food dessert.
“The residents of Midtown should not have been
without a grocery store at
Tangerine Plaza for this
long,” he said. “Sweetbay officials warned Mr. Foster
about their struggling Midtown store nearly a year before the company made a
formal announcement. As
mayor, I would have begun
the process of recruiting another grocery store that
same day.”
Foster dismissed Kriseman’s comments stating that
he had no prior knowledge of
Sweetbay’s intentions to pull
out of south St. Petersburg.
School board member
Rene Flowers, City Council
Chair Karl Nurse and Coun-

cilman Wengay Newton all
spoke at the conference, but
Newton warned not to rest
on our laurels.
“Everyone that was involved in this endeavor, stay
on guard. Don’t let it happen
again and have to come back
and redo it. We didn’t suffer;
the city still got their lease
payments and Larry still got
paid by Sweetbay, but the
people around this store
could not eat,” Newton said.
Grassroots
activist
Theresa “Momma Tee’’ Lassiter summed the press conference up when she said:
“Thank you, Wal-Mart.”

BUSINESS DIRECTORY









Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com


 




  
  



  

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more





   

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

        



     
     

     





      
     






Wal-Mart to hold job fair Oct. 7 at 1201 22nd St. S.

and the city of St. Petersburg
for its assistance that was
crucial in getting the lease
completed.
“I would like also to thank
Sweetbay for partnering with
us in the first place because
the reason Wal-Mart is coming today is because Sweetbay came in the beginning,”
said Newsome. He went on
to thank them for facilitating
the transition to Wal-Mart,
but declined to mention how
much the Florida supermarket paid to break their lease.
Foster thanked former
Mayor Rick Baker for being
the architect of Tangerine
Plaza, which was expressly
built to be a full service grocery store for the residents of
Midtown.
Watson Haynes, President and CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League
worked closely with Foster
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Meet contest winner
Michael Barfield Jr.

Meet contest winner
DeShayia Pennington

BY MARCY PALMERI

BY MARCY PALMERI

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – It
was last Saturday afternoon, Nikki Barfield, her
son and several of his
friends were at a skating
party when she answered
her cellphone and was told
that her son, Michael, was
one of the winners of The
Weekly Challenger’s Trumpet and Saxophone Essay
Contest.
Barfield was elated
shouting, “Yeah! Yeah! Really?” She immediately set
out to find her son among
the crowd of people.
When asked if he had
recently written an essay
about his favorite musical
instrument, his voice lit up
with excitement, “Yes! I
play the trumpet at school.”
Upon revealing that he
was the winner of said giveaway, I thought he’d jump
out of his skin, and then
quickly noticed that he was
fighting back his emotions.
Then it all came out in a
rush: “I won, I won the
trumpet. I wasn’t good at it
at first, but now I am,” he
shouted.
Ten years old and in the
fifth grade, Michael can
play a mean trumpet; although he’s only been playing for a year. It takes some
a lifetime to find their
niche, but his mother said
playing the trumpet has
turned his life around.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Thirteen-year-old
DeShayia Pennington is an
astute and polite young
lady. Speaking with her,
you’d be surprised to
learn that she’s just in
middle school. It’s no wonder her essay was chosen
as one of the winners of
The Weekly Challenger’s
Trumpet and Saxophone
Essay Contest.
Both the eighth
grader and her mother,
Yolanda Grant, were
equally excited when they
were told she had won the
instrument.
“I won. I won my own
saxophone. I can picture
myself sitting in the corner
and taking it out of the case,
my very own. Very nice,”
DeShayia said as pride exuded from her voice.
She attends John Hopkins Middle where she
plays in advanced band.
Her parents rent the saxophone she currently uses,
that is until now.
“When I wrote the saxophone essay I was on the
couch also writing another
essay for my Language Arts
class about Malala.”
Her homework was to
compare Malala Yousafzai,
a 16-year-old Pakistani activist who spoke out
against the Taliban’s ban
on allowing girls to attend
school, to another person
and write about it. She
chose Mohandas Gandhi,
the preeminent leader of
Indian nationalism in 20th
century
British-ruled
India.
“Both had people attack them and their
voices, but it only made
them stronger,” explained
DeShayia.
The imagery in her
essay helped push her to
the top of the line that was
packed with stiff competition.

A native of St. Petersburg, Michael was attending a public school, when
his family decided it was in
his best interest to make a
move to a private Christian
school. Before that move,
his self-esteem was in need
of a pick-me-up and it became clear that music was
the answer.
Music is said to promote critical thinking, creative problem solving,
teamwork and effective
communication. It gives
children freedom of expression and a sense of place
and belonging. The arts instill pride by helping develop skills over time,
giving children something
to look forward to and allowing them to set goals.
Playing an instrument
also increases confidence
which spills over to other
aspects of life: the class-

L-R, Matthew, Michael Jr. and Michael Barfield Sr.






room, home-life and eventually in the workplace.
At his current school,
it’s mandatory for the children to learn an instrument
the first year. He didn’t
have to continue playing an
instrument the following
year, but he chose to stick
with it even though his
friends didn’t.
“I wanted him to choose
the saxophone, but when
he had to rate the instruments in order according to
his preference, the saxophone wasn’t even on the
list,” said his mother.
“Michael chose the trumpet
and his band director said
the trumpet was a good fit.
He’s doing well academically and his self-esteem is
phenomenal. I knew the
connection was music.”
Michael’s favorite subject in school in math, and
when he’s not practicing
his trumpet he enjoys
watching Cartoon Network
and listening to 101.5 FM
because Nicki Minaj is in
constant rotation.
“The thing I like best
about the trumpet is playing songs like “Yankee
Doodle Dandy” and “The
Saints Go Marching,”
Michael said. “When I hear
the instrument playing, I’m
proud of myself. Music is
important to me.”
Congratulations
and
continue to make your parents proud.

“When I continued writing the essay about the
music, I tried to recreate
the image I feel about
music and put it on paper. If
you read what I wrote then
you could feel the image I
had. Music is powerful to
me. Peaceful. It’s the way I
express myself,” DeShayia
stated.
Her favorite class in
Language Arts because she
loves to read and write, and
it also gives her the opportunity to have her work critiqued and corrected so she
can continue learning.
Aside from reading,
writing and playing the saxophone, she enjoys being
with her family members. “I
love having a warm environment around me,” De-

Shayia confirmed.
Like most teenagers,
she listens to pop music, but
she also likes movie soundtracks because they have
such complex compositions.
And like most teenagers,
she loves to watch movies.
Her favorite film is crime
thriller “Wanted” starring
Angelina Jolie because it is
action packed, but the mystery is solved by using common sense.
When she grows up
she’d like to become a
lawyer. “I want to be a prosecutor in the criminal justice system. I want to be
part of people getting the
justice they deserve,” DeShayia finished.
Congratulations and
keep up the good work.

Dwayne and DeShayia Pennington

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”

 
   

 






 

  

   

 

 

 








 

 
 



NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 





   
   

 



 
 








Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



The Crossing Point
Four Square Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship
3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry,
Fridays, 7 p.m.
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Overseers

900 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
www.thecrossingpoint.net

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”

 

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



  


 

  
 
 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 


 


 
  
 
 
 
 
   





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    

 

Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida


Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.








 



CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sept. 26 at 7 p.m.: Welcome back Youth Ministry’s
AWANA - all children and
youth in our church and community are invited every
Thursday night to The SHIP.
Come see and enjoy what the
Youth Enrichment AWANA is
all about! First Lady Theresa
Evans, FMBC Youth Ministry
Director.
Oct. 5 - November 9: “33
THE SERIES.” A model to
reach the MEN in our church
and community. Now is the
time to register and order your

St. Mark MBC

study guide. Church Office:
727.906.8300.
Oct. 9 at 7 p.m.: Living In
Victory Everyday - Wednesday Night L.I.V.E. Holy Communion will be served.
Oct. 20 - 23 at 7 p.m.
nightly: The Annual Family
Life Bible Conference. “THE
FAMILY - LET’S STAY TOGETHER.” Come join us for
sermons laced with God’s love
and lectures about the Family.
This is a free event; register
now for nightly classes. Sister
Sharon Wilson, Director of
Christian Education.
Nov. 10 and 17: 16th/36th
Pastor’s and Family Appreciation Celebration. “Remember
your leaders who spoke the
word of God to you. Consider
the outcome of their way of life
and imitate their faith. Have
confidence in your leaders and
submit to their authority, because they keep watch over
you as those who must give an

account. Do this so that their
work will be a joy not a burden, for that would be of no
benefit to you” - Hebrews 13:7
and 17, NIV.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
worship experiences are 7:45
and 10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday
for Noonday Bible Study or
each Wednesday night at 7
p.m. as we study in the book of
Mark - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

What is your most valuable possession?
There’s so much talk today about investors buying large tracts of land in areas that have already been
victimized with poverty. This is not new. Throughout
history, ambitious men have looked for the moment
to take action. They looked for the right circumstances and seized the moment. In today’s world, it
can seem that the rich and powerful are in control,
for they seem to hold every advantage.
In April of 1917, Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov went to
Petrograd, Russia during a time of great unrest. He
stirred the crowds of people with his charm and gift
of gab that sparked the revolution that led to Communist control of their country. This sealed him as
the leader of their political party. His last name is better known as Lenin.
Also, we learned from Alexander the Great, in a
series of brilliant campaigns, he conquered much of
the then known world. After initial victories in
Greece, his armies rapidly defeated the powerful Persian Empire. No one seemed capable of stopping his
military juggernaut. But on June 10, 323 BC, he died.
He was just 32 years old. Almost immediately disputes arose among his chief lieutenants: Who would
rule in his place? What would happen to his kingdom?
Unity always evaporates, as men who once had
been loyal to Alexander demonstrated they were primarily concerned about themselves. Eventually they
divided Alexander’s kingdom into spheres of influence, but divisions remained for generations. His vast
government did not.
Foolishly Jehoshaphat allied himself by marriage
with Ahab one of its most ungodly kings and allowed
himself to be “induced” and influenced by Ahab.
Being misled he stopped trusting in God. Jehoshaphat became vulnerable to Ahab’s clever words
and convinced him to do what he wanted. [2 Chronicles 18:1-2]
Battles like this are fought every day throughout
the world. People fight over succession, power, and
control. This occurs in government and business and
in families over inheritances. Some of the battles are
fought with weapons while others are fought with
words, in courts, in elections, or in public forums.
The world Jesus lived in also seemed to be dom-

inated by the rich and powerful. Probably surprising
to many, Jesus began by declaring that God had different standards. He was not moved by impressive
résumés or accomplishments; or by political power,
intellect, or human talents and abilities.
Jesus taught a completely different way to “inherit the earth” while experiencing the blessings of
God. The answer is not by being powerful or strong,
but being gentle, meek and mild [Matthew 5:3].
Jesus said His Kingdom/government belonged to
those who were “poor in spirit.” He sought those who
depended on Him and realized that all the riches
were His; those who worshipped and served Him.
Jesus confirmed an Old Testament principle
where God said He was looking for people who were
“humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at
His word” (Isaiah 66:2). Eventually all the earthly
kingdoms and riches will fade away. Ultimately, we
all will learn that God controls the earth: “The earth
is the LORD’s, and everything in it. The world and
all its people belong to him” [Psalm 24:1].
These same principles remain true today. Do you
want to inherit God’s Kingdom and receive His blessings? Seek to stay humble before Him. Poor in spirit,
but rich in faith [Matthew 5:5].
Consider how Jesus Himself had one of those
moments soon after He began His earthly ministry.
Teaching in the synagogues he proclaimed “the
gospel of the kingdom.” Word spread and multitudes
flocked to hear Him. He could have galvanized His
popular support and created a mass movement or
give a fiery address or organize an army to rise in revolt. But he did not.
The Bible warns us that this kind of deception is
common in the world. In fact, there are many ways
in which we can be deceived. We can be deceived by
“smooth and flattering speech” (Romans 16:18) and
by enticing promises and “empty words” (Ephesians
5:6). We can be deceived about God’s plans and the
conditions of the world (1 Thessalonians 2:3). And
we can deceive ourselves (1 Corinthians 3:18).
In your life, focus only on what will last: in the
Kingdom of God. And remember the way to receive
the Lord’s blessing is to be gentle and humble. You
shall “inherit the earth.” What do you value the most?

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for September
Sept. 25-28 - Congress
No.2 hosted at St. Mark M.
B. Church, Will continue the
study on “The Parables of
Jesus.” Will include a city
wide project called Caretageous that brings churches
in the city together to much
needed work at parks, shelters and private homes.
Sept. 29 - All Choirs An-

niversary during 10:45 a.m.
worship service.
Events for October
Oct. 7-12 - 98th Annual
Session of the Florida Progressive Baptist AssociationMt. Pleasant M. B. Church,
Tampa.
Oct. 9 - Min. Thomas
Whitlock speaks at Opening
Program, 9:30 a.m.
Oct. 10 - Pastor Brown
speaks to Senior Women at
9 a.m.
Oct. 12 - Pastor Brown
conducts WIA Workshop at
9:35 a.m.
Oct. 12 - Family &
Friends Day Cookout at
Mark (Noon to 4 p.m.)
Oct. 13 - Kick-off Service
for Church Anniversary during 10:45 a.m. worship service.
Oct. 16-18 - Week-night
Anniversary
Services
(7 nightly)
Oct. 20 - Anniversary Finale during 10:45 morning
worship
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for

both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays & Thursdays
(closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Un-silenced violence: Local author
hosts discussions against domestic
and child abuse
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For two weeks in 2011,
Linda Mobley wrote incessantly about the horror that
had been her life with an
abusive husband. She
wrote the story through
the perception of their son,
beginning within her womb
and ending up in his own
raging, dangerous and
criminally chaotic world.
Now two years since, “I
Hate Myself: A Teenager’s
Story” has been published,
the book has evolved into a
dynamically delivered message against domestic violence, child abuse and
youth crime.
Toward highlighting
that message, Mobley will
spend three months volunteering at the Pinellas Juvenile Detention Center in
Clearwater beginning this
October. She said the experience will hit home for her
as her own son had spent
time in a detention center,
jail and even prison, for
which Mobley points toward the anger and depression caused in turn by the
physical abuse he saw and
experienced.
She will also volunteer
at four schools outside of
Pinellas County, all within a
city that has the highest
crime rate of its county.
Mobley declined to identify
the region until the educational events are completed, but said she will
eventually volunteer at all
the schools within that
county.
Six months after writing
“I Hate My Life,” Mobley
created a workbook to accompany her creative text.
At the suggestion of Community Action to Stop
Abuse (CASA), she later
also brought the book to
life in a skit that was first
performed as a fundraiser
for CASA. Mobley will
bring those tools with her
to the schools and deten-

tion center as she reaches
out to youth.
She wrote the book to
bring awareness to domestic violence and the effects
it has on families, in particularly the children. Schools
want her book to integrate
into their life skills enrichment curriculum, but Mobley’s main theme is early
prevention.
“If you catch a child
early enough, they’ll have a
good understanding of the
consequences of making
bad choices and they’ll be
better equipped to be
strong against temptation
when it comes before
them,” she explained.
The schools Mobley
will be volunteering at include elementary, middle
and high schools. The students will read her book
and then answer questions
in which they place themselves in the shoes of the
characters, reflecting on
things such as “what they
thought was wrong, what
should have been done or
what they would have
done,” Mobley said.
Following the questions, students will go
through the workbook.
“For somebody that’s
been hurt, there are questions in [the workbook] for
them to complete,” Mobley
said. “They get a chance to
write it out … It also has information about anger and
about anxiety. There’s a
worksheet about child
abuse and a few other subjects.”
Mobley added that she
can customize the workbooks for use with different
groups of people and various purposes.
At the detention center,
she will be working with
girls and boys in a similar
format as at the schools.
They will be given a pretest to see where they are
and how they feel about
bullying, fighting and anger
issues. When she finishes

the session, there will be
another test to see if they
learned anything and if
their answers changed.
“I’m hoping that they
will go back from there and
be better students, better
children for their parents,
be more respectful, finish
school [and] not commit
any crimes,” Mobley said.
Already, Mobley’s materials have been well received by cops, counselors,
mayors, ministers, parents
and teachers. A Polk
County prison used her
book and workbook, Mobley said, with men who are
transitioning from prison
back home to their families.
Her work has also been
used for anger management groups, Job Corp students,
church
youth
groups, crime prevention
events and at St. Petersburg College.
Mobley said her 27year-old son has written his
own book on the personal
subject, which will be the
sequel to her book.
“I’d say his book is five
times better than mine,”
Mobley said, hinting that
his book contains some expressly educational material.
For the future, Mobley
plans to go across the country with her book, workbook and skit. She said a
school district manager
from the Bronx, NY recently ordered copies of
her books.
Mobley will be featured
on a Channel 11 ABC Action News segment on domestic violence, airing on
Sat., Oct. 16 at 7 p.m.




50 years of leadership
Through his writings, teachings and
exhortations from the pulpit, Lewis C.
Lampley has been a phenomenal leader
and teacher of people in St. Petersburg,
and around the state of Florida for the
past 50 years.
During those 50 years, he and his
wife, Jeri, have also reared a family of
nine, cared for elderly parents and given
foster care to numerous young children.
Ask senior members of the community, and they will tell you about the early
days when Lampley was a young barber
dispensing biblical information as a side
to a haircut.
Following his day in the barbershop,
Lampley was able to spend a few minutes with his family before he was off to
a seminary class or a bible study at one
of the local churches.
Lampley’s
journey
as
a
preacher/teacher actually began at
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
under the tutelage of Rev. Frank Cubby.
His vision of the future became Lampley’s reality. Rev. Cubby and others encouraged Lampley to study with other
students of the bible, go to seminary,
and develop a prayer life – all of the
habits generally expected of a true man
of the cloth.
Lampley’s fervent desire to serve
God, to understand the true meaning of
all parts of the Bible and to share that
understanding with others made him a
very good student. Not only was he obedient to his understanding of the Word
as he was taught to understand it, but he
had such an intense desire for knowledge, that other people just enjoyed
studying with him.
He was such a good student that
even his junior college instructors volunteered to help him with his studies. In a
short time, Lampley soaked up information others would have taken years to
learn.
Lampley’s diligence as a student and
his discipline as a person propelled him
into a position as pastor of Tabernacle
Baptist Church far earlier than he was
expecting to be a pastor, but for St. Petersburg, the time was exactly right. He
didn’t just talk about the Bible, but he let

his life be an example of what he knew
God expected out of the leaders of the
church.
Right away, he became involved in
teaching and helping others through
community activities, church programs,
educational programs and by advocating
for services from various social agencies. At the church where he pastored,
educational programs and other services were developed and carried out.
Both children and adults were able to
experience a completely different realm
of learning.
Just as Rev. Cubby had seen earlier,
all of St. Petersburg was able to see the
leadership potential in this young man.
He was knowledgeable, sincere, and approachable. Since that beginning more
than 50 years ago, Lampley has been a
role model for his sons and other men.
Meanwhile, his wife has worked beside
him with her focus on positive developments in the lives of women.
Join the Lampley family and local
church congregations as they come together Oct. 13 to celebrate Lewis C.
Lampley’s 50 years in the ministry. For
further information and tickets for the
celebration banquet, contact Steven
Moody at (727) 742-3555.

All People’s TyRon Lewis
Community Gym
Taylar Stallings USF Strength
and Conditioning Coach for
Track & Field and World Class
Power lifter will be the event host.
Taylar is currently competing in
CrossFit, competitions across
Florida and the U.S.A. We
encourage women to come and be
uplifted by her powerful story and
be informed on the critical role of
food in their fitness routines.
Learn how to make time
for fitness … even if you have kids.
How to “Save Your Do” while
working out … and much more!
WHO:
WHAT:

TRL Community Gym
The first in a series of “Strongwoman” Health
and Fitness events
WHERE: Akwaaba Hall, 1245 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
33705
DETAILS: tyrongympromo@apedf.org or 727-824-5670
WHEN:
Saturday, October 5, 10 a.m. - noon
WHY:
To inform, educate, motivate and support
women of all ages in their quest for improved
health, fitness and a wellness centered lifestyle.

Get pumped, ask questions, be motivated, win prizes,
have FUN! And most importantly get practical real-life
health and fitness information.
BRING A FRIEND AND COME PREPARED TO WORKOUT!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tough issues tackled at the teen summit

Learning about hair loss

From SUMMIT , page 1

From ALOPECIA , page 1

students with skills that will
provide a foundation as
they move into high school
and beyond,” Brody said.
“Within the EYL program
we focus on four categories,
which are leadership development, character building,
academic development and
personal
development.”
The four pillars served as
the basis for the Youth
Summit as well.
The morning began
with motivational speaker
Corey Thornton from
Knuckle Headz speaking
about bullying and especially cyber bullying, being
major themes at the event.
“Its even more important now because here in
the bay area, in Plant City
we have the young girl who
committed suicide last
week and now they’re starting to see friends of hers
who are being harassed as
well,” Brody said. “Even
just the bullying that’s happening in the schools nowadays, something needs to
happen. We’re hoping at
least that we can empower
our kids and the kids we
come in contact with to
stand up against bullying
and to not be a bystander.”
Students broke out into
workshops, each attending
two of the five workshops
available: IMAGE!, The
Uniform You Wear, Dangers and Benefits of Social
Networking, I Stand For
and lastly, Dealing with Authority Figures. The latter
two workshops were gender specific, with I Stand
For being a self-image
forum directed at girls
while Dealing with Authority Figures was reserved
for boys.
Judge Patrice Moore
and ex-inmate Monique

Baker led the Uniform You
Wear workshop, which had
the dual focus of self-presentation and avoiding the
bad choices that can lead to
prison life.
“The uniform that you
wear — even a prison uniform — with it comes responsibilities, and people
react to you in different
ways,” Baker said.
The summit also featured a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM) panel, in which
representatives of gynecology, pharmacy, the United
States Geological Survey
and Secrets of the Sea Marine Exploration Center and
Aquarium spoke about the
highs and lows of their careers and answered the
many questions of the
young audience.
“Increasing awareness
of STEM opportunities has
become a national focus,”
Brody explained. “In recognition of the need to increase awareness in this
area, the Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter actively
promotes and provides opportunities to our students
to increase their awareness
to STEM opportunities and
careers.”
The summit closed out
with a youth panel, in which
six middle school students



  


  
 

acting as youth representatives answered pre-determined questions pertaining
to that age group. Maya
Hughes, the ZUO Chapter
EYL Youth Co-Chair, said
the questions asked for the
youth panel came from
problems she heard about
at her own school and issues she knew to be affecting students her age. These
questions were focused
around methods for dealing
with bullying, available and
lacking recreational activities for youth, causes of
stress for middle school
students and opinions on
mandatory school uniforms.
Attendance included
youth representatives from
the Pinellas County Chapter of Jack and Jill, the St.
Petersburg College National Achievers Society,
Academy Prep, the Links,
Inc. Rosebud Academy, the
Alpha Phi Alpha Mentoring
Program and the AKAdemy
Gems and Pathfinders program.
“This summit gave us
an opportunity to reach out
to other youth organizations,” Brody said.
According to Brody, the
ZUO chapter of AKA will
likely hold another youth
summit at some point in the
future.

Dr. Frogue spoke about hair loss and societal issues.

Dr. Carol
Sims-Robertson

Wengay Newton

Karen Hicks,
Hair Hospital

stylist. Crum advises everyone to do their research and
to choose a professional
when it comes to working
with your hair. She went on
urging parents and family
members to be attentive
while braiding and styling
their own kid’s hair as improper technique can sometimes lead to temporary or
perhaps permanent hair
loss in children as well.
“Be careful [when]
going to home beauticians
that are doing it in their
kitchen,” she warned.
“Some of them are really
good about styling, but they
don’t care about the hair.”
And that’s what Crum
and her hair care counterparts say can lead to trouble.
Dr. Carol Sims-Robertson of Divine Dermatology
also spoke at the seminar
and came prepared with
pictures that got everyone’s
attention.
Sims-Robertson took a
few minutes depicting the
different subtypes of alopecia and the reasons hair loss
occurs in so many men,
women, and children
around the world. As a dermatologist trained in skin
conditions, Sims-Robertson
knows those suffering from
inadequate hair growth or
the loss of properly working
follicles need guidance. Her
mission over her career has
been to help lessen the
shedding of hair in patients
affected with autoimmune
disorders, as well as those
experiencing hair loss due
to medication, or improper
styling techniques.
At an early age she realized a family member was
struggling with the disorder. Struck by the social
stigma often associated
with women losing hair,
Sims-Robertson became
determined to study the
conditions associated with
alopecia and find a way to
combat it.
“There she was stand-

ing there with no hair on
her head, looking at me in
horror,” described SimsRobertson as she recalled
the incident involving her
stepmother losing her wig
in a gust of wind some sixty
years ago. An incident that
shaped her life forever. “It
still brings tears to my eyes.
This takes a big toll on
women, especially.”
There are various factors that contribute to alopecia. Although some forms
of hair loss is genetic, underlying illnesses as well as
medications used to treat
these illnesses can cause
the shedding of hair and at
times scaring of follicles.
Scarring conditions of the
scalp, autoimmune diseases
such as lupus and even
syphilis are associated with
hair loss in some form. Patients
who
undergo
chemotherapy tend to lose
hair weeks after treatment
as well, sometimes in
patches. Ringworm on the
scalp can also cause a fungus that contributes to hair
loss.
And although SimsRobertson can aide in these
areas, she warns that hair
loss associated with improper or harsh styling
techniques are the easiest
to avoid. Those hair styling
practices of pulling, tugging, and braiding, that
have been passed on from
generation to generation in
some families, could be
what’s causing some to lose
their locks.
“People do their hair the
way their mother taught
them to do it and their
grandmother taught the
mother,” said Sims-Robertson. “So the next thing you
know, it seems like it’s running in the family.”
In her practice, SimsRobertson mainly sees hair
loss along the margins of
the face from excessive
rubbing, defunct styling, or
perm and straightening

treatments used over the
years. “Too tight, too long,
too often,” she said.
In these cases she injects steroids if she observes the hair follicles are
still living, and tries to break
up accumulated scar tissue.
In the case of illness, mostly
the loss of hair is temporary. As soon as the illness
is addressed or medications
halted, the hair returns. But
in those who damage due to
styling practices, re-growing the hair can be a little
tougher. At times it tends to
even grow back thinner,
with a loss of pigment, or
not at all.
All experts at the seminar agree that taking proper
care of your mind and body
will aide in keeping more
strands on the head. Proper
exercise to ward off medical conditions, such as diabetes, often associated with
alopecia and eating a well
balanced diet are simple
ways to avoid certain forms
of the condition.
Also, stress plays a huge
roll in every aspect of our
daily lives and too much of
it can cause hair loss as
well. Talking openly to your
stylist about your condition
can help immensely as they
are trained in the proper
massaging
techniques
needed to help stimulate
blood flow and can recommend products that will
work for clients with alopecia.
September is National
Alopecia Awareness month
and City Councilman
Wengay Newton was on
hand to dedicate Sept. 21 as
Alopecia Awareness day in
St. Petersburg. He urged
residents to get involved
and learn more about alopecia. By seeking to understand the causes and
treatments available, the
community can bring
awareness to the public and
offer support for those affected.

Dr. Frogue’s
Hair Styling

Shear
Hospitality

Relaxer retouch with
haircut and/or demi
permanent color
ONLY $55 (Reg. $80)
Expires Nov. 31, 2013

$95 Sew In w/ FREE
Toe Polish
3500 5th Ave. N., Suite A
727-768-1292
Expires 9/30/13
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Exciting changes coming to MFA
BY MARCY PALMERI
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The new and improved Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg (MFA) will be up
and running just in time for
the annual ArtsAlive 2013
Free Museum Day Sat.,
Sept. 28. Admission is free
for residents of Pinellas and
Hillsborough Counties.
Approximately
five
months ago, Howard Mills,
the first African American
to be elected board president of the MFA, took over
at which time he initiated
many changes that have
brought forth incredible
aesthetic and internal transformations. These renovations mean more revenue
for the museum as more
enticing and engaging programs are now being offered.

Art that had previously
been in storage has been
dusted off, artfully rearranged
and is now on display for all to
admire. Remodeling will continue to occur in stages and as
each section reveals itself, the
splendor will continue to astonish, with final completion in
2015 for their 50th anniversary.
The first stage, Operation MFA Transformed: A
Landmark Renewed is complete. The museum’s original galleries have been
renovated as promised and
they can’t wait for you to
see. Grants and individual
donors have made this
huge undertaking possible.
One week after Free Museum
Day,
Mixing
Metaphors: The Aesthetic,
the Social and the Political in
African American Art, the
largest exhibition of AfricanAmerican art ever presented
at the MFA, will be on view
from Sat., Oct. 5 — Sun., Jan.
5, 2014. More than 90 paintings, prints, drawings, photographs, sculptures, and
mixed media works by
36 accomplished artists
will present.
The works are provided by Bank of America’s Art in our
Communities Program.
MFA exhibitions are sponsored in part by The Stuart

Society, and the Tampa Bay
Times is the media sponsor.
Some of America’s most
talented artists are represented, including Benny Andrews, Romare Bearden,
John Biggers, Sam Gilliam,
Jacob Lawrence, Gordon
Parks, Martin Puryear, Faith
Ringgold, Lorna Simpson
and Carrie Mae Weems.
Most of the works
tell fascinating stories, exploring history, memories,
and life today. They are visual metaphors. Jacob
Lawrence’s two exceptional
prints convey the spirit of
the exhibition. His sweeping Forward Together
(1997) is a clarion call, encouraging us all to move
ahead, while Aspirations
(1986) focuses on family life.
Family is viewed by
many of these artists as a
bedrock
and
refuge.
Lawrence Finney portrays
monumental figures protecting their children, and Faith
Ringgold’s large-scale story
quilt, Coming to Jones Road
#3: Aunt Emmy (1999), conveys the centrality of home
and family. It also pays tribute
to African American quilts,
which, in turn, look back to
Africa. So, too, do the shotgun houses and figures in
John Biggers’ The Four Seasons (1990), inspired by

Houston’s Third Ward.
Visitors can go from the
exhibition in the Hazel
Hough Wing to the MFA’s
renovated gallery devoted
entirely to African art in the
original building.
The church has been a
major force in African-American life, captured brilliantly
in Benny Andrews’ Rehearsal (Music Series), 1997.
Indeed, music has been and
continues to be paramount,
with African Americans giving the world some of our
most unique art forms—spirituals, the blues, and jazz.
Chuck Stewart’s photographs of jazz legends are
high points. On the abstract
side are Kevin Cole’s lively
Jam Session No. 3 (1992) and
his mentor Sam Gilliam’s
beautifully lyrical Rational Element (1992).
Photographers and TV
cameramen brought the
Civil Rights Movement into
our homes, mobilizing action
and change.
Memphisbased Ernest C. Withers was
called “the official photographer of the Civil Rights
Movement.” Six images from
his famous I Am A Man portfolio document pivotal moments in the life of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and
the struggle as a whole.
Strength and persever-

ance permeate Lorna Simpson’s photogravures of hands,
Henry Clay Anderson’s and
Dawoud Bey’s images of
everyday life, and Gordon
Parks’ powerful photograph of
a young Muhammad Ali
(1970), an American icon. And
who can resist Jamel
Shabazz’s and Earlie Hudnall
Jr.’s photographs of early hiphop culture?
Guest curator Dr. Deborah Willis, who will speak at
3 p.m. Sun., Oct. 6, is one of
the nation’s leading scholars
of African-American art and
culture and is a talented photographer in her own right.
She is Chair and Professor of
Photography and Imaging at
Tisch School of the Arts at
New York University. In
2000, she was named a
MacArthur Fellow, a recipient of what is known as “the
genius grant.” She has also
been a Guggenheim Fellow
and a Fletcher Fellow.
Make plans to visit MFA
this weekend for Free Museum Day and the following
week to enjoy Mixing
Metaphors: The Aesthetic,
the Social and the Political in
African American Art.
MFA is located at
255 Beach Drive N.E. For
more information, please call
727-896-2667 or visit the website at www.fine-arts.org.

Dr. Deborah Willis

Master artist Sonja Griffin Evans
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
St. Petersburg shines the
spotlight on its vibrant
arts and cultural scene
with a celebration of the
arts at the annual ArtsAlive 2013 Free Museum Day this Sat., Sept.
28. For this once-a-year
event, admission is free
to several museums, and
fortunate for lovers of
African-American art, the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S.,
will be exhibiting the artwork of Sonja Griffin
Evans.
Griffin Evans artwork
is brought to life by the vibrant acrylic colors that
are painted boldly against
canvases, tin or wood. The
scenes depict the history
and culture of African
Americans. The simplicity
of certain scenes is
thought provoking and invites the viewer in for further retrospection.
Evans feels a responsibility and a personal relationship with her artwork.
She feels that we are
benefactors of our ancestors and should be good
stewards of what has been
given to us.
“I believe art is the
best medium to tell our
stories and to preserve
our culture and our heritage. Before mankind
could read or write, God
gave thou art. May it be
through hieroglyphics on
the ancient caves of Egypt
or the sound of the beating drums that traveled
from village to village
throughout Africa,” she
said.
Griffin Evans refers to
herself as a Gullah artist.
Gullah is a language and
culture that emigrated
with enslaved Africans
brought to the banks of
South Carolina, Georgia
and some parts of Florida
in the 1800s.
“You have to be from
one of those areas to be
known as Gullah,” she explained.

The figures on the
paintings usually have
elongated bodies with no
facial features. She explained that the elongated
figures are a tribute to the
people of New Orleans
where there is a rich black
culture and whose peoples have a “noble bearing.”
“God does not see the
outer shell,” she explained
about the lack of features.
“He sees how we are spiritually inside.”
Griffin Evans will
bring her latest exhibit,
“Marching Up to Zion,” to
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum this Saturday for
Free Museum Day. She
feels this exhibit is a spiritual story that she is
retelling.
In the exhibit you will
see a series of “doors” that
poignantly tells the story
of the misery of slavery to
the redemption of freedom.
“God opens doors for
us that no man can close,”
she said. “So as he opens
doors for me, I paint
them.”
One of her most compelling pieces is “Freedom’s Door.” It’s based
on a person walking
through a door for the
very last time as slave on
the eve of the Emancipation Proclamation. Some
of the other represented
doors are the “Door of No
Return,” the last door a
slave saw before entering
the slave ship, the “Door
of Arrival” and “Door to
Salvation.”
Each door has a card

containing either a biblical or inspirational
quotes on it. She will
also exhibit her “Gullah
Collection,” “Spirit of
New Orleans,” and her
Angel Collection.
Griffin Evans is the
owner of the Gumbo
Gallery in Pensacola.
She refers to her gallery
as an incubator for
artists and it is her way
of giving back to others.
The gallery showcases
the works of Danny L.
Street, a multimedia
artist; folk artist Larry
Sloan, pastel artist Erik
O’Neal among other aspiring artists that include
sculptors, pottery and jewelry craftsman.
She is also the president of the DeVilliers Cultural Heritage Society in
Pensacola and sits on the
board of directors of the
National Cultural Heritage
Tourism Center and sits
on the Advisory Board of
the Pan African Cultural
Heritage Institute.
Griffin Evans was an
honoree of the 2012
Mamie
Till
Mobley
Woman of Courage award
and was also an Onyx
award nominee. Both she
and the Gumbo Gallery
were recently awarded
The Flame Keeper Award
by “African Diaspora Magazine.”
She feels that educating through the arts is
possibly one of the oldest
forms of communication
and that the arts are a universal language that we
can all understand.
“I feel art is beneficial
to the growth of our communities because it exposes and educates the
world about the culture
and heritage of our ancestors, rightfully giving
credit to those who have
contributed to the world
as we know it today.
Hence, leaving [a] legacy
for all generations to
come,” finished Griffin
Evans.
For more information,
please call the Woodson
Museum at (727) 3231104, or logon to woodsonmuseum.org.
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